a voice activity detection circuit that is capable of identifying a substantially 
speech-like charac/eristic of a segment of the speech signal; and 

a processing circuit communicatively coupled to the voice activity detection 
circuit, the processing circuit being capable of selectively applying one of a plurality of 
coding modes tqthe segment of the speech signal, 

wherein jhe plurality of coding modes comprises a plurality of speech coding 
modes and a silence description coding mode, 

wherein/the processing circuit selects the silence description coding mode upon 
the identifica/ion of the absence of a substantially speech-like characteristic of the 
segment of/the speech signal independent of the speech coding mode applied before 
the segment. 

22. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the communication device 
comprises a wireless communication device. 

23. The communication device of claim 22, wherein the wireless communication 
device comprises a telephone. 

24. The communication device of claim 23, wherein the telephone comprises a 
cellular telephone. 

25. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the communication device 
comprises a handheld wireless communication device. 
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26. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the communication device 
comprises a computer network-based communication device. 

27. The con/munication device of claim 26, wherein the computer network-based 
communication deh\ce is capable of communicating via an internet-based network. 



28. The communication device of claim 26, wherein the computer network-based 
communication /device is capable of transmitting an encoded speech signal via the 
internet-based network. 



29. Tffe communication device of claim 21, wherein the communication device is 
capable of communicating via a computer network and telephone network. 

30. [The communication device of claim 29, wherein the telephone network is a 
cellular telephone network. 

31. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the communication device 
comprises a data processor. 



32. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the conrimunication device 
3 ) comprises a network interface device that is capable of interfacing a cellular telephone 
to a computer/network. 



ter/netw 




33. The communication device of claim 21, wherein the processing circuit 
selects a discontinuous transmission mode after the silence description coding mode. 

34. A me/fhod of coding a speech signal, comprising: 

coding ttie first segment of the speech signal using a speech coding mode 
selected from/a plurality of speech coding modes; 

coding the second segment of the speech signal using a silence description 
coding moae independent of the speech coding mode used to code the first segment of 
the speeon signal. 

35. The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

transmitting the coded first and second segments of the speech signal. 

36. The method of claim 35, further comprising: 

transmitting an error checking signal with the coded second segment of the 
speech signal. 

37. The method of claim 36, wherein the transmitting the error checking signal 
comprises transmitting redundant data. 
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38. A communication system, comprising: 

a coder; 

a decoder; and 

a conr munication network selectively interconnecting the coder and the decoder; 
wherein the coder comprises a voice activity detector, a processor coupled with 
ivity detector, and a transmitter coupled with the processor, 
in the voice activity detector receives first and second segments of a 
and identifies a substantially speech-like characteristic of the first and 



second segments, 



where 
the first and 



where 
segment of 
substantial^ 



in the processor selectively applies one of a plurality of coding modes to 
second segments, the plurality of coding modes comprises a plurality of 



speech codirg modes and a silence description coding mode, 



n the processor applies the silence description coding mode to the second 
e speech signal after the voice activity detector identifies an absence of a 
speech-like characteristic of the second segment of the speech signal 
independent <j>f the speech coding mode applied to the first segment of the speech 
signal. 



39. The communication system of claim 38, wherein the decoder generates a 
reproduced speech signal that is substantially imperceptible from the first and second 
segments of the speech signal. 
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40. The communication system of claim 39, wherein the coder selects a 
discontinuous transmission mode after the silence description coding mode. 



41. The communication system of claim 39, wherein the communication network 
comprises a wireless communication network. 




42. The 



communication system of claim 39, wherein the communication network 



comprises a conputer network. 

43. The communication system of claim 42, wherein the computer network 
comprises a local area network. 




44. TWcommunication system of claim 42, wherein the communication network 
further ^romprises a wireline communication network connected with the computer 
netytfork. 

45. The commumc^tiorbsystem of claim 44, wherein the communication network 
further comprises a WirelessOTnimunication network interconnected with the wireline 
communication network ancfthe^omputer network. 
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46. A multi-rate codec that encodes a first speech signal having a first plurality of 
segments and/receives a second speech signal having a second plurality of encoded 
segments, comprising: 

a multi-rate coder, wherein the multi-rate coder is capable of coding each 
of the segrnbnts of the first speech signal via one of a plurality of speech coding modes 
and a silence description coding mode, wherein the multi-rate coder selects the silence 
description coding mode when an absence of a substantially speech-like characteristic 
is detected in a segment independent of the speech coding mode applied to an earlier 
segment? and 

a/ multi-rate decoder operatively coupled to the multi-rate coder, wherein the 
multi-rate decoder is capable of receiving and decoding the second plurality of encoded 
segments, wherein the multi-rate decoder selectively adds comfort noise to the decoded 
segn/ents. 

47. The multi-rate codec of claim 46, further comprising an error checking 
mechanism that reduces erroneous transmission by transmitting redundant data and 
performing majority voting on the redundant data. 



48. The multi-rate codec of claim 47, wherein the multi-rate codec transmits the 
redundant data when the first speech signal is being coded with the silence description 
coding mode. 
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49. The multi-rate codec of claim 48, wherein the amount of the redundant data 
transmitted is a function of an available communication bandwidth. 

50. The multi-rate codec of claim 49, wherein the multi-rate coder comprises a 
perceptual weighting filter. 

51. The multi-rate codec of claim 46, wherein the multi-rate coder selects a 
speech coding mode from the plurality of speech coding modes 'as a function of a power 



* ' \ consumption level associated with each speech coding mode. 

: p - 52. The multi-rate codec of claim 46, wherein. the multi-rate coder selects a 

Hz 4 speech coding mode from the plurality of speech coding modes as a function of a 

^ electromagnetic interference level associated with each speech coding mode. 



53. The multi-rate codec of claim 46, wherein the multi-rate coder selects- a 
speech coding mode from the plurality of speech coding modes as a function of a radio 
frequency interference level associated with each speech coding mode. 



Please delete claims 1-20. 
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